
 

 

 

Director’s Report to Kyle of Sutherland Fisheries Trust April 2018 

Staffing 

The post of science & mitigation officer was advertised by the Board and the post was filled by Sean 

Robertson. Sean has an MSc in fisheries science from Aberdeen University and worked for the Spey DSFB in 

the summer of 2017. The post lasts until the end of the calendar year with a review taking place at that point. 

The appointment significantly increases our capacity to undertake scientific work and will also facilitate better 

data handling and archiving which falls under the Trust remit. 

Smolt Trapping and Shin Genetics 

Traps at Fiag and Tirry were deployed by SSE and traps at Merkland and Corriekinloch were deployed by Kyle 

Fisheries. All traps are now in operation and are being manned by SSE and Kyle Board staff. A full update will 

be given at the Trust meeting. I anticipate that we will have received a draft report from the Rivers and Lochs 

institute regarding the genetics of the Tirry and Fiag juvenile salmon prior to the Trust meeting taking place 

and I will update the Trustees. In particular, the issue of potential introgression of fish farm genes is being 

investigated. The bulk of the funding for this work has been provided by SSE with modest contributions from 

the Trust and the Board.  

Marine Scotland Acoustic Receivers 

This project involved the deployment of receivers as part of a network in Scottish rivers. Adult salmon caught 

at Armadale netting station on the North Coast were tagged and subsequently released. The receivers have 

been retrieved, returned to Marine Scotland Science with an invoice submitted for the work we undertook. It 

is anticipated that a report will be received in due course. 

Proposed Moray Firth Smolt Tracking Project 

I recently attended the first meeting of the steering group for the proposed AST Moray Firth tracking meeting 

in Inverness. More details of the proposed project are likely to be forthcoming in the near future. Existing 

smolt data gathered from the Shin will be very useful in planning for the potential project. 

Fishery Management Plan 

The present fishery management plan expires at the end of April. We have begun the process of drafting a new 

plan which I anticipate will be available for comment shortly. 

Proposed National Electro-fishing Network 

Marine Scotland Science is bringing forward proposals for the development of a national electro-fishing 

network. This is part of the Conservation regulations and will complement the rod catch assessment. We 

understand that funding will be available as part of the programme. More information will be available once 

the initial discussion meeting has taken place in mid-April. 

 



Consultations and Other Activities 

 I attended the two day SFCC annual meeting at Pitlochry. 

 A response was submitted to the Scottish Parliament committee considering the SAMS aquaculture 

report. The report correctly identified the major issues, however it did appear to place more emphasis 

on marine rather than freshwater concerns. 

 I responded to a further scoping request for the proposed Lairg – Loch Buidhe transmission line 

upgrade. 

 I completed the FMS online survey on behalf of the Board and the Trust. 

 I met with Neil McInnes to discuss water quality issues on the Oykel. Potential options to determine 

the sources of silt are being considered which may also be applicable to the Shin and other rivers. 

 I have met with Iain McMyn and had numerous telephone conversations with him regarding the 2018 

smolt trapping operation. 

 I have competed river reports for the FMS annual report. 

 I attended a meeting of the local biodiversity group. 

 The office hosted an SFCC GIS workshop. 

 Jacqui and I met with the website company we have used for many years with a view to redeveloping 

the site. This will be considered as an agenda item. 

 I attended a SEPA meeting in Fort William to discuss waterbody classifications. 

 I responded to the consultation for a scoping request for the proposed Garvary wind farm. 
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